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Symbolic interactionism focuses on creating individual and group meanings, focusing on human action rather than large-scale social structures. Learning ObjectivesExamines the differences between symbolic interactionism and other sociological perspectives behaviorism: an approach to behavior-
centered psychology, denying any independent meaning to the mind, and assuming that behavior is determined by environmental phenomenology: A philosophy based on the intuitive experience of phenomena, and on the premise that reality consists of objects and events consciously perceived by
conscious beings. role theory: assumes that people are primarily conformists who try to achieve the standards that accompany their functions; group members check each individual's performance to determine whether it conforms to the standards assigned to that person, and apply penalties for
misbehavior in an attempt to ensure role performance. Symbolic interactationism is a theoretical approach to understanding the relationship between human beings and society. The basic notion of symbolic interactionism is that human action and interaction are understandable only through the exchange



of communication or significant symbols. In this approach, human beings are portrayed as actors, rather than being acted on. The main principles of symbolic interactionism are: Human beings act towards things on the basis of the meanings that things have for them These meanings arise from social
interaction Social action results from a joint adjustment of individual lines of action This approach contrasts with the strict behavior of the psychological theories prevalent at the time it was first formulated (the 1920s and 1930s). According to symbolic interactionism, humans are different from the
underhumans (lower animals) because the inhumans simply respond to their environment (i.e., ⇒ stimulus evokes ⇒ response or stimulus), while humans have the ability to interrupt that process (i.e. stimulus to cognition ⇒ response). In addition, the inhumans are unable to conceive alternative responses
to gestures. Humans, however, can. This understanding should not be taken to indicate that humans never behave in ⇒ strict stimulus in response, but rather that humans have the ability to respond in ⇒ different way, and they do so most of the time. This perspective is also rooted in phenomenological
thinking. According to symbolic interactionism, the target world has no reality for human beings; only subjectively defined objects have meaning. There is no single reality objective; there are only interpretations (possibly multiple, possibly of a situation. Meanings are not entities that are given to human
beings and learned by habituation; instead, meanings can be altered through the creative abilities of human beings, and individuals can influence the many meanings that form their society. Human society, therefore, is a social product. Neurological evidence, based on EEGEs, supports the idea that
humans a social brain, that is, there are components of the human brain that govern social interaction. These parts of the brain begin to develop in early childhood (preschool years) and help humans understand how other people think. In symbolic interactivism, this is known as reflected assessments or
the glass self looking, and refers to our ability to think about how other people will think about us. In 1902, Charles Horton Cooley developed the social psychological concept of glass-looking self. The term was first used in his work, Human Nature and the Social Order. There are three main components
of the look glass self: Charles Cooley: Cooley developed the idea of the looking glass self. We imagine how we should look like others We imagine the judgment of that appearance We develop our self through the judgments of others that Cooley clarified this concept in his writings, stating that society is a
mental inter-woven and interworking of itself. By hypothesizing the frame for the glass self looking, Cooley said, the mind is mental because the human mind is social. As children, human beings begin to define themselves in the context of their socializations. The child learns that the symbol of his crying
will provoke a response from his parents, not only when they need need needs, such as food, but also as a symbol to receive his attention. George Herbert Mead described oneself as taking on the role of the other, the premise for which the self is updated. Through interaction with others, we begin to
develop an identity about who we are, as well as empathy for others. This is the notion of: Do to others, as you would like them to do to you. With regard to this, Cooley said: What moves us to pride or shame is not the mere mechanical reflection of ourselves, but an imputed feeling, the imagined effect of
this reflection on the mind of another. It should be noted that symbolic interactors advocate a particular methodology. Because they see meaning as the fundamental component of the interaction of humanity and society, studying human and social interaction requires an understanding of that meaning.
Symbolic interactors tend to employ more qualitative than quantitative methods in their research. The most significant limitation of the symbolic interactionist perspective relates to its main contribution: it ignores macrosocial structures (e.g. norms, culture) as a result of focusing on interactions at the micro
level. Some symbolic interactors, however, would counteract that the incorporation of paper theory into symbolic interactation addresses this criticism. The Looking Glass Self: This drawing depicts the mirror self. The person at the front of the image is looking at four each of which reflects another person's
image of himself. Symbolic interactivism is a microlevel theory that focuses on the relationships between individuals within a society. Communication: the meaning through language and symbols, it is believed to be the way people make sense of their social worlds. Theorists Herman and Reynolds (1994)
point out that this perspective sees people as active in setting up the social world rather than simply being acted upon. George Herbert Mead (1863–1931) is considered a founder of symbolic interactism although he never published his work on it (LaRossa and Reitzes 1993). Mead's student Herbert
Blumer coined the term symbolic interactism and outlined these basic premises: human beings interact with things based on meanings attributed to those things; the attributed meaning of things comes from our interactions with others and society; the meanings of things are interpreted by a person when it
comes to things in specific circumstances (Blumer 1969). If you like books, for example, a symbolic interactionist might propose that you learn that books are good or important in your interactions with your family, friends, school, or church; Maybe his family had a special reading time every week, getting
his library card treated as a special event, or bedtime stories were associated with warmth and comfort. Social scientists who apply symbolic-interactionist thinking seek patterns of interaction between individuals. His studies often involve observing one-on-one interactions. For example, while a conflict
theorist studying a political protest might focus on class difference, a symbolic interactist would be more interested in how the people in the protesting group interact, as well as the signs and symbols that protesters use to communicate their message. The focus on the importance of symbols in building a
society led sociologists such as Erving Goffman (1922-1982) to develop a technique called dramaturgical analysis. Goffman used theatre as an analogy for social interaction and acknowledged that people's interactions showed patterns of cultural scripts. Because it is unclear what role a person can play
in a given situation, he has to improvise his role as the situation unfolds (Goffman 1958). Studies that use the symbolic interactist perspective are more likely to use qualitative research methods, such as in-depth interviews or participant observation, because they seek to understand the symbolic worlds in
which research subjects live. Constructivism is an extension of the theory of symbolic interaction that proposes that reality is what humans build cognitively. We develop social constructs based on interactions with others, and those constructions that last over time are those that meanings that are widely
agreed upon or generally accepted by the majority within society. This approach is often used to understand what is defined as deviated within a company code. There is no absolute definition of deviation, and different societies have constructed different meanings for deviation, as well as the association
of different behaviors with deviation. A situation illustrating illustrates is what you think you should do if you find a wallet on the street. In the United States, handing over the wallet to local authorities would be considered appropriate action, and to keep the wallet would be seen as diverted. On the contrary,
many Eastern companies would consider it much more appropriate to keep the portfolio and look for the owner yourself; handing it over to another person, including the authorities, would be considered deviant behavior. The main principles of symbolic interacting are explained in the following video. Click
the image to open the video in a new tab. Others criticize the extremely narrow focus on symbolic interaction. Advocates, of course, consider this to be one of their greatest strengths. Food consumption is common, daily occurrence, but it can also be associated with important moments in our lives. Eating
can be an individual or group action, and eating habits and customs are influenced by our cultures. In the context of society, our nation's food system is at the heart of numerous social movements, political issues and economic debates. Any of these factors could become a topic of sociological study. A
structural-functional approach to the issue of food consumption might be interested in the role of the agricultural industry within the nation's economy and how this has changed from the early days of manual agriculture to modern mechanized production. Another review could study the different roles that
occur in food production: from agriculture and harvesting to eye-catching packaging and mass consumerism. A conflict theorist might be interested in the power differentials present in food regulation, exploring where people's right to information intersects with the drive of for-profit corporations and how
the government mediating those interests. Or a conflict theorist might be interested in the power and helplessness experienced by local farmers in the face of large agricultural conglomerates, such as the documentary Food Inc. describes as a result of Monsanto's patent for seed technology. Another topic
of study might be how nutrition varies between different social classes. A sociologist who sees food consumption through a symbolic interactionist lens would be more interested in microlevel issues, such as the symbolic use of food in religious rituals, or the role it plays in the social interaction of a family
dinner. This perspective could also study interactions between group members who identify based on sharing a particular diet, such as vegetarians (people who don't eat meat) or places (people who strive to eat food produced These three approaches remain the main basis of modern sociological theory,
but some evolution has been seen. Structural functionalism was a dominant force after World War II and until the 1960s and 1970s. At that time, sociologists sociologists feel that structural functionalism did not sufficiently explain the rapid social changes that occurred in the United States at the time.
Conflict theory gained prominence, as the emphasis on institutionalized social inequality was renewed. Critical theory, and the particular aspects of feminist theory and critical race theory, focused on creating social change through the application of sociological principles, and the field saw a renewed
emphasis on helping ordinary people understand the principles of sociology, in the form of public sociology. Postmodern social theory attempts to look at society through a completely new lens by rejecting previous macro-level attempts to explain social phenomena. Generally regarded as an acceptance
gain in the late 1970s and early 1980s, postmodern social theory is a microlevel approach that looks at small, local groups and individual reality. Its growth in popularity coincides with the constructivist aspects of symbolic interactivity. Review again the main sociological theories (excluding social
constructism) in the following video. 1. A symbolic interactionist can compare social interactions with: behaviors conflict human organs theatrical roles 2. What research technique would probably be used by a symbolic interactist? Participant Observation Surveys Quantitative data analysis None of the
above will be more successful in Self-Testing, if you have completed all five readings, and have seen the videos in this section. Section.
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